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B'rakhot before reading the Megillah:

Barukh atach Adonai, Eloheinu melekh ha-olam,
asher kid'shanu b'mitzvotay v'tzivanu al mikra Megillah,

Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu melekh ha-olam,
she-asah nisim la'avoteinu ba-yamim ha-hem u-va-z'man ha-zeh.

Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu melekh ha-olam,
she-heheyanu vkiy'manu v'higi-anu la-z'man ha-zeh.

»

Praised are You Adonai our God, who ru!es the universe,
instilling in us the holiness of mitzvot
by commanding us to read the Megillah.

Praised are You Adonai our God, who rules the unhiverse,
-accomplishing miracles for our ancestors
from ancient days until our time.

Praised are You Adonai our God, who rules the universe,
granting us life, sustaining us,
and enabling us to reach this day.
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Esther

Chapter 1

1 NOW IT came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus--this is
Ahasuerus who reigned, from India even unto Ethiopia, over a
hundred and seven and twenty provinces-- 2 that in those
days, when the king Ahasuerus sat on the throne of his
kingdom, which was in Shushan the castle, 3 in the third year
of his reign, he made a feast unto all his princes and his
servants; the army of Persia and Media, the nobles and
princes of the provinces, being before him;

9 Also Vashti The queen made a feast for the women in the
royal house which belonged to king Ahasuerus. 10 On
the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with
wine, he commanded Mehuman, Bizzetha, Harbona, Bigtha, and
Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the seven chamberlains that
ministered in the presence of Ahasuerus the king, 11 to bring
Vashti the gueen before the king with the crown royal, to
show the peoples and the princes her beauty; for she was-fair
to look on. 12 But the queen Vashti refused to come at the
king's commandment by the chamberlains; Therefore was the
king very wroth, and his anger burned in him.
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Chapter 2 | | .

1 After these things, when the wrath of king Ahasuerus was
assuaged, he remembered Vashti, and what she had done, and
what was decreed against her. 2 Then said the king's
servants that ministered unto him: ‘Let there be sought for
the king young virgins fair to look on; 3 and let the king
appoint officers in all the provinces of his kingdom, that they
may gather together all the fair young virgins unto Shushan
the castle, to the house of the women, unto the custody of
Hegai the king's chamberlain, keeper of the women; and let
their ointments be given them; 4 and let the maiden that
pleaseth the king be queen instead of Vashti,' And the thing
pleased the king; and he did so. 5 There was a
certain Jew in Shushan the castle, whose name was Mordecai
the son of Jair the son of Shimei the son of Kish, a Benjamite,
6 who had been carried away from Jerusalem with the
captives that had been carried away with Jeconiah king of
Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried
away. 7 And he brought up Hadassah, that is, Esther, his

~ uncle's daughter; for she had neither father nor mother, and
~ the maiden was of beautiful form and fair 16 look on; and when
~ her father and mother were dead, Mordecai took her for his
own daughter.

16 So Esther was taken unto king Ahasuert. into nis fhiouse
royal in the tenth month, which is the month Tebeth, in The
seventh year of his reign. 17 And the king loved Esther above
all the women, and she obtained grace and favour in his sight
more Than all the virgins: so that he set the royal crown upon
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her head, and made her queen instead of Vashti. 18 Then the
~ king made a great feast unto all his princes and his servants,

even Esther's feast; and he made a release to the provinces,

and gave gifts, according to the bounty of the king,

Chapter 3 | |
1 After these things did king Ahasuerus promote Haman the
son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him, and set
his seat above all the princes that were with him. 2 And all
the king's servants, that were in the king's gate, bowed down,
and prostrated themselves before Haman: for the king had so
commanded concerning him. But Mordecai bowed not down, nor
prostrated himself before him. 3 Then the king's servants,
that were in the king's gate, said unto Mordecai: "Why
transgressest thou the king's commandment?’ 4 Now it came
to pass, when tThey spoke daily unto him, and he hearkened not
unto them, that they told Haman, to see whether Mordecai's
words would stand; for he had told them that he was a Jew.

5 And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not down, nor
prostrated himself before him, then was-Haman full of wrath.
6 But it seemed confemptible in his eyes to lay-hands on
Mordecai alone; for they had made known to him the people of
Mordecai; wherefore Haman sought to destroy all the Jews
that were throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus, even
the people of Mordecai. 7 In the first month, which is the
month Nisan, in the twelfth year of king Ahasuerus, they cast
pur, That is, the lot, before Haman from day to day, and from
month To month, to the Twelfth month, which is the month
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Adar. 8 And Haman said unto king Ahasuerus: ‘There is a
certain people scattered abroad and dispersed among the
peoples in all the provinces of thy kingdom; and their laws are
~ diverse from those of every people; neither keep they the
king's laws; therefore it profiteth not the king to suffer
‘them. .9 If it please the king, let it be written that they be
destroyed; and T will pay ten thousand talents of silver into.
the hands of those that have the charge of the king's
busmess to bring it info the kmg s treasuries." 10 And the
king took his ring from his hand, and gave it unto Haman the
son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the Jews® enemy.

Chap'l'er- 4

13 Then Mordecai bade Them 'ro refur'n answer - unfo Esther:
'Think riot with Thyself that thou' shalT escape in the king's
house, more than all The Jews.. 14 For if thou al’rogefher
holdesT thy peace at this time, ‘then will. rehef and dehvemnce
arise to the Jews fr'om anof er place buT Thou and thy

father's house w;ll perlsh and Who knoweth whether thou art

- notcome’ To r'oyal esTG‘I'e for such a time as this?**15"Then "
EsTher bade them reTurn answer' unto Mordecai: 16 ‘Go,
gather Toge’rher' all the Jews that are present i in Shushan, and
fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three days hight or
day: I dalso ahd my ma:dens wnll fast in like' manner; and so will
I go in unto the king, wh;ch is not according to the law; and if
I per:sh I perish 17 So Mordecat went his way, and did
cccordmg To all ThaT Es’rher' had commanded him,
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Chapter 5

3 Then said the king unto her: ‘What wilt thou, queen Esther?
for whatever thy request, even to the half of the kingdom, it
shall be given thee.' 4 And Esther said: 'If it seem good unto
the king, let the king and Haman come this day unto the
banquet that I have prepared for him." 5 Then the king said:

- 'Cause Haman to make haste, that it may be done as Esther
hath said.' So the king and Haman came to the banquet that
Esther had pr'epar'ed o .

Chapfer' 6 _ ' o

1 On that night could not the kmg sleep and he commanded to
bring the book of records:of the chron:cles and they were
read before the ksng 2 And it was found wr‘aTTen that
Mordecai had told of Blg‘rhana and Teresh, Two of the king's
chamberldins, of Those that kept- the door, who had sought to
lay hands on the kmg Ahasuer'us 3 ‘And the King said: "What
honour and dignn‘y haTh been done to. Mordeccu for this?'
Then SGld the kmg s ser'van’rs Tha’r mmis’rered un‘fo hlm
Ther'e as noThing done for hlm A

10 Then The kmg scud To Haman que hasTe Md mke the
appar'el and the horse, as thou hasT said, and do even so to
Mordecai the Jew, that sitteth at the king's gate; let nothing
fail of all that thou hast spoken.’ 11 Then took Haman the
appare]| and the horse and arrayed Mordecai, and caused him
to r'ide Through The street of the cn'y and procla:med before
hif: "Thus shall it be done unto the man whom the king
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delighteth to honour." 12 And Mordecai returned to the
king's gate. But Haman hasTed to his house, mourning and
having his head covered.

Chapter 7 |

1 So the king and Haman came to banguet with Esther the

- Queen. 2 And the king said again unto Esther on the second
day at the banquet of wine: ‘Whatever thy. petition, queen
Es’rher' it shall be gram‘ed thee; and whatever ‘rhy request,
even to the’ half of the kingdom it shall be per'formed

' 3-Then Esther the queen answered and sdid: 'If T have found
favour in ’rhy sight, O kmg, and if it please the king, let my life
be glven me at my pe’rmon and my. people at my request:

4 for we are sold, T and my people to be desfr*oyed to be
slain, and to perish. But if we had been sold for bondmen and
-bondwomen, T had held my peace, for the adversary is not
worthy that the king be endaraged.’ 5 Then spoke the

- king Ahasuerus and said unto Esther the queen: 'Who is he,
and where is he, that durst presume in his heart to do s0?"
“'6*And Esfher* said: "An adversar*y and afi"efiemy; even this
wmked chman Then Haman was ‘rer'r'sfled befor‘e the king and
The queen o 2

9 Then scud Har'bonah one of The chamberlams Tha’r were
before the kmg 'Behold also, the gallows fn‘Ty cubits high,
which Haman hath made for Mordecai, who spoke good for the
king, standeth in the house of Haman.' And the king said:
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'"Hang him thereon.” 10 So ‘rhey hanged Haman on the gallows
that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then was the king's

wrath assuaged.

Chapter 8

- . 15 And Mordecai went forth from the presence of the king in

- royal apparel of blue and white, and with a great crown of

gold, and with a rob of fme lmen and purple; and the city of

* Shushan shoufed and was glad 16 The Je ews had hgh’r ahd

| gladness and:joy ‘and honour. 17 And in every province, and in

- every city; whifher'soever- the. kmg s commandment and his
decree came, The J ews had gladness cmd Joy, a feas‘r and a
"good day And mcmy from among the peoples of the land
rbecame. ‘Jews; for the fear of ’rhe. Jews was fallen upon them.

Chap’rer ° .
4 For Mor'_def" i was gr'ea’r in The kmg s house, and his fame
| ‘wem‘ for'Th throughout all the. provinces; for The‘man |
ecai'waxed greafer and greater.5 Anc he Tews smote
all theit enemies with the stroke of the-sword, and with
slaughter and destruction, and did what they| Wouldhufito them
that hated them. 6 ‘And in Shushan the castle the Jews slew
and destroyed five hundred men. 7 And Parshanda?ha and
Dalphon, and Aspatha, 8 and Poratha, and Adaha cmd

Aridatha, 9 and Parmashta, and Arisai, and Aridai,
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Praised are You Adonai our God, wha rules the universe,
championing our cause,

avenging the wrongs done to us,

liberating us from our enemies,

and bringing retribution

upon our persecutors.

Praised are You Adonai,

~ the saving God, who executes judgement

upon Israel's oppressors,



and Vaizatha, 10 the ten sons of Haman the son of
Hammedathga, the Jews' enemy, slew they: but on the spoil
they laid not their hand.

Chapter 10 -

1 And the king Ahasuerus laid a fribute upon the land, and
upon the isles of the sea. 2 And all the acts of his power and
of his might, and the full account of The greatness of
Mordecai, how the king advanced :—h:m’? ar'e they not written in
the book of the. ch oni of ngs of. A '"“dla and Persia?
3 For Mordeca suerus, and
great among ‘t ultitude of his

' peaking peace

to all his 'seed :

S sak]
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